Winneshiek County Economic Development & Tourism conducted a housing survey in
2025 to better understand housing needs in Decorah and Winneshiek County. The
information was gathered to help develop solutions that not only address current issues but
shape the County’s future. The survey data, when shared alongside important place-based
housing statistics, community demographics, and comments from respondents helps illustrate the
challenges within the current housing market and reinforces the urgency for innovative remedies.

TAKEAWAYS

Decorah is a desirable place to relocate, but
existing and potential residents encounter
market barriers that prevent them from starting
a career or relocating. Several factors confirm
the complexity and competitiveness of the
community’s housing market.
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Median Home Value. (comparing
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AND ALSO THE COST OF
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Respondents shared their
biggest housing challenge’s
included “Cost" and
"Affordability”. In an effort
to define “affordable”, they
shared what that price
point meant to them.
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Communities across the State and the
US continue to use innovative solutions

to address low and aging housing stock.

of all residents surveyed
said they would consider
housing that was part of
aland lease agreement.

opportunities. The survey
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Decorah is known for its scenic qualities and recreational

results confirm that residents and

potential residents also value the region’s beauty and want to
be able to appreciate it from their home.

of respondents prefer to live on the edge of
town and/or near a park or trail, playground, or
community garden.

and new workforce, is the biggest housing
gap in the Decorah Area.
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Decorah’s median age in 2024 was 39.5
years. This is a shift from 2010, when
the median age was 27.8 years. During the same period, the
population declined from 8,115 to 7,422, indicating that Decorah'’s
population is both declining and aging, with the most significant
loss in the age subsets below 39.



DATA 1
RESPONDENTS CURRENT RESIDENCE

Over 98% of respondents were from Winneshiek County
or the City of Decorah.
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AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD A
SIZE BY AGE

S 2 was the most
common

response

making up

39%
or 102 of the
263 responses

DATA 6
PERCENTAGE OF
RESPONDENTS BY
OWNERSHIP STATUS

The vast majority of respondents
currently own their own home.
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DATA 2
# OF
RESPONDENTS
BY AGE

There were 263 total RESPONDENT DATA

responses recorded, with the
largest response (114) from The following tables and graphs
35-54 year olds. provide information harvested
from the survey that help
understand the respondents and
responses received.
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DATA 4 Respondents

experience a wide

range of monthly

housing costs which

includes their

~ W mortgage/rent

R T payment + utilities.

ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME
BY AGE GROUP

Respondents in the 35-54 age group

have the highest reported average

household income, while 18-24 year olds -I-.
remained in the lower income brackets.
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DATA 7

PERCEIVED HOUSING BURDEN Monthly Housing Costs
Respondents shared if their current

housing costs were a burden “yes, DATA 8

more than 30% of the time”, “no” or PERCEIVED HOUSING
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always a burden.
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